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◊ Encyclopedia of Life – EOL

◊ Biodiversity Heritage Library – BHL

◊ How can you get involved in the EOL?
   • Share photos
   • Become a curator
   • Become a content partner

◊ What can we offer to you at EOL?
   • Biodiversity Synthesis Center – BioSynC
   • EOL Fellows Program

Overview



“The Encyclopedia of Life is an ecosystem of websites that makes all key 
information about all life on Earth accessible to anyone, anywhere in the 
world” (www.eol.org)

www.eol.org blog.eol.org

http://www.eol.org
http://www.eol.org
http://www.eol.org
http://www.eol.org
http://blog.eol.org
http://blog.eol.org


Encyclopedia of Life – EOL

◊ 1.8 Million species pages
◊ A web-site for every species that roams or roamed the earth
◊ Freely available – Customizable by user – Common portal

general layout of an 
EOL page



◊ Scientific community
• assembles & authenticates scientific information

◊ General public
• submits photos, data, other information
• scientists review
  information
• best media etc. brought
  into authenticated page

◊ EOL Curator for species
   pages

Encyclopedia of Life

image curation on EOL page



Biodiversity Heritage Library – BHL www.biodiversitylibrary.org

main page
BHL

http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org


Literature searchable online and linked through EOL

BHL – Scanning of entire taxonomic literature

◊ Core literature pre-1923 (out of copyright in the USA)
• 400,000 titles = 80 million pages

◊ All pre-1923 literature
• 600–750,000 = 120–150 million pp.

◊ All taxonomic literature
• 1.4–1.6 million = 280–320 million pp.

◊ High-resolution

◊ OCR text PDF – copy/paste descriptions etc.
scanning station at internet archive



BHL – Downloading

featured book in 
overview and 
detailed view



BHL – Downloading of Articles

download of 
article by pages



BHL – CiteBank

◊ open access repository for biodiversity publications

◊ collections of your digitized literature

◊ save harbor model (licensing)

citebank.org

BHL CiteBank main page

http://citebank.org
http://citebank.org


BHL – Wiki biodivlib.wikispaces.com

BHL Wiki

http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com
http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com


Your Involvement – Share your photos of insects

www.flickr.com/groups/encyclopedia_of_life/

EOL flickr group

flickr image on EOL

http://www.flickr.com/groups/encyclopedia_of_life/
http://www.flickr.com/groups/encyclopedia_of_life/


Your Involvement www.eol.org/content/page/help_build_eol

◊ become a EOL curator
   • curate images
   • curate text (descriptions, ecological information, distribution data)

◊ start a LifeDesk
   • provide information on your favorite taxon to EOL
   • collaborate with colleagues in compiling information on a taxon

◊ become a content partner
   • set-up automatic harvest of your database by EOL

acknowledgement of data source on EOL page

http://www.eol.org/content/page/help_build_eol
http://www.eol.org/content/page/help_build_eol


EOL Curator www.eol.org/content/page/curator_central

curating images

http://www.eol.org/content/page/curator_central
http://www.eol.org/content/page/curator_central


EOL Curator www.eol.org/content/page/curator_central

commenting 
on 

taxonomy

http://www.eol.org/content/page/curator_central
http://www.eol.org/content/page/curator_central


Support provided by EOL – Biodiversity Synthesis Center

◊ Funding for meetings and workshops on diverse topics

◊ next deadline 1 November 2010 synthesis.eol.org

BioSynC main page

http://synthesis.eol.org
http://synthesis.eol.org


Support provided by EOL – Fellows Program

◊ Cofunding of EOL contributor through Species Pages Group

◊ Salary of up to US$ 20,000 annually

◊ Institutions or grants provide matching funds

◊ Directly contributing to EOL content (250 species pages)

www.eol.org/content/page/fellows

EOL fellows main page

http://www.eol.org/content/page/fellows
http://www.eol.org/content/page/fellows


◊ Encyclopedia of Life funding sources
◊ Biodiversity Synthesis Center

Thank You ...


